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the Grouvernement. The councillors, writers
and Europeans, high and low, assembled at
the Fort. At ten o'clock M. Lally, with
Padre Bishop Noronha and five or six of his
European friends, escorted by olfioors and
dragoons with their guns carried, some in the
hand and some at the back, arrived at the
Fort. His gait and face showed his agitation.
Ho wont upstairs at the Gonveriipmnit, road
M. l)umontV letter, and said,; Our squadron
from Europe lias readied Mascareigno with
treasure and many men. Ships will arrive
shortly or by November 80 at the latest, after
which we shall prosper. When formerly I
was at Wandiwash, I wrote to M. Loyrit
asking him to lay in provisions enough for a
year, and ho is to blame for not having done
so. Now our soldiers and officers have nothi ng
to eat, so if ordered to take the field, they
refuse, and it is feared that the men will
desert to the enemy. How can they march to
battle without food ? Moans must be found
to give the officers and men their pay. You
should therefore confer together about this,
and inform me of your conclusion.' Immedi-
ately afterwards he departed to his house,
ordering the soldiers of the KHjlme.nt de
Lorraine to remain [under guard] in the

1 D urn out was acting JIH French agent at Negapatum.